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Elevate, Chicago

Elevate, a nonprofit 
focused on equitable 
climate action, has 
appointed MeLena 
Hessel as its Associate 
Director of Policy. 
MeLena will lead Elevate’s 
Illinois policy initiatives and ensure 
state agencies implement the recently 
passed Climate and Equitable Jobs 
Act robustly. MeLena previously 
worked with the Environmental Law & 
Policy Center in Chicago, focusing on 
clean energy development and clean 
transportation initiatives. 

NON-PROFIT

HBR Consulting, Chicago

Marc Allen has been 
named practice group 
leader of the Legal 
Technology practice 
within the Advisory 
business at HBR 
Consulting. Marc has 
spent his career working with large 
law departments on improving 
operational efficiency and optimizing 
their legal operations through a 
focus on people, process and the 
technology that supports them. Marc 
also helps HBR’s law department 
clients establish alternative legal 
operations delivery models through 
HBR’s managed services offerings. 

CONSULTING

Wight & Company, Darien 
 
Wight & Company 
welcomes Nicole 
Slightom as Director 
of Human Resources.  
Nicole will recruit and 
develop our most 
valuable assets – our 
people.  With over 20 
years of experience, 
Nicole knows people 
are the heart of an 
organization’s culture.  
Her appreciation and 
understanding of this 
tenant underscore the 
importance of strong 
human resources to our 
continued success.
Wight also welcomes Shawn 
Sternberg, Director of Marketing & 
Communications, to lead our efforts 
for submittals, collateral, and media/
PR.  With 25 years of experience 
in integrated marketing, branding, 
and strategic storytelling, Shawn 
collaborates across the organization 
to ensure consistent messaging and 
quality deliverables in our pursuit to 
create meaningful impact.

ARCHITECTURE / ENGINEERING

Slightom

Sternberg

Rōti Salads. Bowls. Pitas, Chicago 
 
Fast Casual Mediterranean 
restaurant Rōti, expands 
their growing team with 
the appointment of 
Christopher Gumprecht 
as VP of Technology and 
Matthew Fallon as VP of 
Finance. After 20 years 
at Lettuce Entertain You 
Restaurants, Christopher 
will be responsible for 
Rōti’s technology and 
digital infrastructure 
and will lead innovation 
relating to digital 
platforms, tech stack, 
insights-driven data and 
all other business systems.
Matthew comes to Rōti having served 
in lead finance roles with Kraft Heinz 
and will use his expertise in both 
finance and consumer marketing 
to build robust analytics, reporting, 
accountability and performance across 
all Rōti restaurants and operations, 
as well as drive the company’s 
administrative infrastructure.

FOOD & BEVERAGE

Gumprecht

Fallon

Dialexa, Chicago 
 
Dialexa, a digital product 
consulting firm, expands 
into Chicago with the 
hiring of Jonathan 
Williams as market lead. 
Jonathan has over 20 
years’ experience leading 
transformation and 
product development 
with today’s most 
innovative companies. 
Jonathan will partner 
with companies and the 
Chicago community to 
turn ideas into reality. 
In his spare time, 
Jonathan is dedicated 
to mentoring local youth 
and developing the next generation 
of leaders.
Ehi Aimiuwu joined Dialexa as 
Senior Quality Engineer. She 
comes to Dialexa having worked at 
Thoughtworks as a Quality Analyst 
where she analyzed software and 
built the right teams to deliver the 
best value to the end user. Ehi started 
in the tech industry with the i.c.stars 
training program.

TECH / DIGITAL / STRATEGY
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HBR Consulting, Chicago

Jonathan Kash has 
been promoted to 
Senior Director, Product 
Management, at HBR 
Consulting (HBR), where 
he works with members 
of the Advisory business 
to identify market opportunities and 
manage the product lifecycle, including 
roadmap management, concept 
development, product design, and 
input into technical implementation. 
As a tech founder, his background 
includes extensive full-stack technology 
and product experience. 

CONSULTING

FGM Architects, Chicago

Cory Kamholz, AIA, 
LEED AP, CPHC, has 
joined the Chicago office 
of FGM Architects as  
Design Principal focused 
on Higher Education 
and Municipal practices. 
Previously, Cory was a designer at 
Holabird & Root before joining Harley 
Ellis Devereaux (HED) in 2016 as 
Chicago Design Leader and Associate 
Principal. His experience  includes 
design for Higher Education, Science 
& Technology, Healthcare, Housing 
and Workplace environments.  Cory 
received his M. Arch. degree from 
University of WI-Milwaukee. 

ARCHITECTURE / DESIGN

HBR Consulting, Chicago

Chris Ryan has been 
promoted to senior 
vice president of client 
development at HBR 
Consulting. Chris works 
closely with HBR’s 
leadership and clients 
across the Advisory and Managed 
Services businesses to ensure HBR 
delivers consistent value, while 
deepening and enhancing those 
relationships. Chris has 20 years of 
strategic and operational consulting 
experience across a variety of industries, 
focusing on transforming service 
delivery and business operations while 
improving financial performance. 

CONSULTING

HBR Consulting, Chicago

Jose M. Pariente has 
joined HBR Consulting 
as a managing director 
within its Advisory 
business. Jose has deep 
experience providing 
strategic sourcing 
strategy and expense management 
solutions for large-scale clients to 
streamline operations and enhance 
profitability. Jose works with clients to 
enhance their financial performance 
through process improvement with 
optimal technology in a managed 
services framework. Prior to joining 
HBR, Jose was the Chief Procurement 
Officer at White & Case, LLP. 

CONSULTING

HBR Consulting, Chicago

Kris Martin has been 
promoted to managing 
director in the Strategic 
Sourcing + Business 
Optimization practice 
within the Advisory 
business at HBR 
Consulting. Kris leads the Research 
+ Information Solutions team and 
has over 20 years of experience 
consulting law firms on cost savings, 
vendor governance, library, and 
process improvement. Kris uses 
proven expense and change 
management methodologies to 
deliver innovative solutions for 
clients across a variety of industries. 

CONSULTING

HBR Consulting, Chicago

Sarah Luiz has joined 
HBR Consulting as vice 
president of information 
security. In her role, Sarah 
leads the HBR and Keno 
Kozie information security 
department, which is 
tasked with cybersecurity, privacy, 
compliance, governance, and risk 
management. A Certified Information 
Security Manager and an Air Force 
veteran, Sarah has a wide range 
of information security experience 
spanning multiple industries, 
including legal, gaming, financial, 
government and professional services. 

CONSULTING

Wintrust Commercial Banking, Chicago

Wintrust is proud to 
announce the hiring of 
Michael Sperling as 
senior vice president of 
commercial banking. 
Michael brings extensive 
commercial lending 
expertise to his new role to help 
business owners get the personalized, 
locally informed support and guidance 
they need.  Michael graduated from 
Western Illinois University and has 
based his career in the Chicagoland 
area ever since, making him an expert 
in the unique needs of the people 
who make this area special. 

BANKING

Aileron Communications, Chicago 
 
Aileron Communications, 
a clean energy, innovation, 
and technology PR firm, 
is pleased to announce 
the promotion of 
Peter Gray to Senior 
Vice President. Since 
joining the firm in 
2014, he has diversified 
Aileron’s client roster 
and strengthened its 
services in design and 
community relations.
David Jakubiak has 
been promoted to Vice 
President. Since joining 
the firm in 2021, David 
has delivered exceptional 
public relations work for wind energy, 
solar power and battery storage clients.

PUBLIC RELATIONS

Gray
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West Monroe, Chicago

Rick Powers has been 
promoted to Senior 
Partner, Operations 
Excellence. He defines 
clients’ strategic visions 
by identifying tactical and 
achievable outputs. An 
open and transparent communicator, 
he has served as a project manager 
for over 50 ERP implementations 
and consistently provides advisory 
services into appropriate resourcing, 
timeline, and costs to successfully 
complete these efforts. He joined 
West Monroe in 2016.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

West Monroe, Chicago

Colleen Campbell has 
been promoted to Senior 
Partner, Operations 
Excellence. She leads 
the Chicago-based 
Operations Excellence 
practice which includes 
Financial Management; IT Strategy 
and Business Process; Organizational 
Management, Productivity & Process 
Optimization; Program & Portfolio 
Management and Supply Chain teams. 
She has 32 years of experience leading 
successful accounts, directing large-
scale business transformations and 
building trusted client relationships. 
She joined West Monroe in 2018.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

West Monroe, Chicago

Danny Freeman 
has been promoted 
to Senior Partner, 
Energy & Utilities. He 
provides leadership 
and counsel to large 
utilities undergoing 
high-impact grid modernization 
initiatives. He applies strategic 
and financial acumen to develop 
detailed business cases and financial 
models to support program design, 
implementation, and benefit delivery 
to guide clients’ complex programs. 
He joined West Monroe in 2007.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

West Monroe, Chicago

Brad Haller has been 
promoted to Senior 
Partner, Mergers 
& Acquisitions. He 
specializes in highly 
complex mid-market 
transactions and leads 
the firm’s extensive capabilities in 
due diligence, post-close merger 
integration, and value capture for 
strategic and financial buyers. He 
has advised private equity firms 
and strategic buyers on more than 
five hundred transactions in the 
last decade across many industries, 
including healthcare, manufacturing, 
and software. Brad joined West 
Monroe in 2010.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

West Monroe, Chicago

Brad Ptasienski has 
been promoted to Senior 
Partner, Technology. He 
delivers sustainable and 
transformational data 
solutions by leveraging 
the right technology 
to drive growth. From performing 
data assessments in support of 
M&A to implementing leading-edge 
analytics technology, Brad is a proven 
strategist and leader in the data 
engineering and analytics space. He 
joined West Monroe in 2007.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
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